March 18, 2019
The Board of Ellis County Commissioners met in regular session at 5:00 p.m., Monday, March 18,
2019, in the Commission Chambers, at the Administration Center, 718 Main Street, Hays, Kansas.
Chair Dean F. Haselhorst called the meeting to order.
Commissioners present: Chair Dean F. Haselhorst, Commissioner Robert “Butch” Schlyer and
Commissioner Dustin G. Roths.
Also present were County Administrator Phillip Smith-Hanes, County Counselor Bill Jeter and
County Clerk Donna J. Maskus.
The meeting opened with everyone standing and saying the Pledge of Allegiance.
ORDER OF BUSINESS
It was noted to add one Executive Session.
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES
Chair Haselhorst asked for any updates to the Draft Minutes of March 11, 2019 Commission
Meeting. With no updates, Chair Haselhorst stated that draft minutes of March 11, 2019, stand
approved as presented.
CONSENT AGENDA
Motion:

Roths

Second:

Schlyer

To approve the Consent Agenda Items A-G as presented, including the following:
Payment Voucher Claims
Payment Voucher Claims dated March 18, 2019 for $313,483.37.
Payment Voucher, wire transfer, dated March 14, 2019 for $45.32.
Payment Voucher, wire transfer, dated March 13, 2019 for 13,675.
Payroll Claims
Payroll Claims dated March 15, 2019 for $415,821.70.
Payroll claim deductions and matches dated March 15, 2019 for $168,844.06.
Tax Roll Adjustments
Tax Roll adjustment numbers 2019000062 through 2019000064 and 2019000070 through
2019000074.
Tax Roll adjustment number 2019000065 was voided.
Disposition:

Motion carried by a voice vote of three to zero.

ISSUES FROM PERSONS NOT ON THE ORDER OF BUSINESS
No issues from persons not on the order of business.

MONTHLY FEBRUARY DEPARTMENTAL REPORTS
The monthly February Departmental Reports were presented and Commissioners thanked the
Departments.
FINAL PLAT OF BLUE SKY ACRES ADDITION (CITY OF HAYS PLANNING, INSPECTION AND
ENFORCEMENT SUPERINTENDENT CURTIS DEINES)
City of Hays Planning Inspection and Enforcement Superintendent Curtis Deines discussed the
process of the Blue Sky Acres Addition Plat. This property is located outside the City of Hays city limits
into the Extraterritorial Jurisdiction area in the Southeast Quarter of Section 16, Township 14 South,
Range 18 West. The property currently is underdeveloped farm ground. Owner Mary Alice Unrein has
asked to develop this property into six lots of 2.5 to 3 acres, if approved. This plat includes a private
road and alley right-of-way. The Hays Area Planning Commission had approved this plat on April 18,
2016.
Chair Haselhorst stated that the Commission is here to discuss the approval of the plat.
He will allow 7 minutes for each side with their concerns, and if more than one person then each person
shall have only 3 minutes, and limit this to five people from each side.
Attorney Tom Wasinger representing land owner Mary Alice Unrein stated that this discussion
has been going on for two and half years and they simply want to move forward with this plat.
Schlyer asked if the road will be built according to County specifications and what type of road
surface will be used. Wasinger stated that the road will be to specifications and most likely rock will be
used like other roads in the County. County Administrator Smith-Hanes stated that the County has no
building codes in the rural areas except the septic system, water well, and entrance applications.
Bryan Church, resident in the VonFeldt Addition, stated that he was not here to stop the
development but that they do have investments in their homes and want protection to their families.
He asked if the water supply and the drainage of water could be addressed in this development.
They are working through the Trego County Rural Water District. Schlyer had contacted Keith
Pfannenstiel, and he states that they have ample water in this area and it has tested good.
Church asked why this issue was not taken back to the City/County Planning Commission. Hays
City Manager Toby Dougherty stated that it has been approved at that level so there is no need to go
back. It comes back to the Ellis County Commission, which has not approved this plat.
Church shared pictures showing his concern with the drainage of water issue. It was decided
that an engineer needs to view this situation, so they can see what options they have as in location of
driveways and access points. It was noted that it has been an extra wet rainy season. He asked that
things move forward safely and properly.

Roths stated that he did not want to be a road block for something so beneficial to the County.
Schlyer sees nothing to prevent him from voting in favor of this plat.
Chair Haselhorst appreciates that the lot sizes were increased to help with the septic system
contamination issues addressed early on. He has reviewed the Kansas Statutes and has only found one
area that addresses controlling views, and that was with salvage yards. He asked that everyone follow
the good neighbor policy and work together.
County Administrator Smith-Hanes asked that if this motion is approved that Resolution 201905 be included.
Motion:

Roths

Second:

Schlyer

To approve the Final Plat of Blue Sky Acres Addition and Resolution Number 2019-05 and direct
the Clerk to publish the same along with the Resolution 2019-05.
Disposition:

Motion carried by a voice vote of three to zero.

RESOLUTION
NO. 2019-05
THE BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OF ELLIS COUNTY, KANSAS TO
THE PUBLIC:
WHEREAS, Mary Alice Unrein, a single person, have presented to the Board of County
Commissioners of Ellis County, Kansas, a certain plat of BLUE- S K Y ACRES ADDITION, ELLIS
COUNTY, KANSAS, situated outside the city limits of the City of Hays, K a n s a s , i n t h e C o u n t y
o f E l l i s , K a n s a s , said p l a t s h o w i n g l o t s , s t r e e t s a n d easements covering the following described
real estate, to-wit:
That part of the Southeast Quarter of Section 16, Township 14 South, Range 18 West, of the 6th
Principal Meridian, Ellis County, Kansas, described as follows:
Commencing at the northeast corner of said Southeast Quarter; thence on an assumed bearing of
North 89 degrees 54 minutes 29 seconds West, along the north line of said Southeast Quarter, a
distance of 548.90 feet to the point of beginning of the land to be described, said point also being
the northwest corner of VonFeldt's Subdivision to Ellis County, Kansas; thence South 00 degrees
55 minutes 08 seconds West, along the west line of said VonFeldt's Subdivision, a distance of
1,348.48 feet to the southwest corner of said VonFeldt's Subdivision; thence North 89 degrees 59
minutes 38 seconds West a distance of 655.01 feet; thence North 00 degrees 55 minutes 08 seconds
East a distance of 1,349.46 feet to a point on the north line of said Southeast Quarter; thence
South 89 degrees 54 minutes 29 seconds East, along said north line, a distance of 655.00 feet to the
point of beginning.
all situated in the County of Ellis, State of Kansas, to be known as BLUE SKY ACRES ADDITION
to Ellis County, Kansas; and
WHEREAS, the said plat has been recommended by the H a y s A r e a Planning
Commission as required by law, and application having been made for the approval by the Board
of County Commissioners of Ellis County, Kansas, and said commission having found said plat to
b e legal and conforming with the statutes in such matter provided.
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS OF
ELLIS COUNTY, KANSAS, that the board of County Commissioners hereby approves said plat and
dedication and that the County Clerk is hereby authorized and instructed to endorse on said plat the
approval herein set forth.

PASSED A N D ADOPTED b y the Board of ·County Commissioners of Ellis
County, Kansas this 18th day of March, 2019
/s/Dean F. Haselhorst, Chairman
ATTEST:
/s/ Donna Maskus, County Clerk
Chair Haselhorst asked Public Works Director Bill Ring to have an engineer look at the drainage
on the Church property and on Randall Lane. A separate contract will be needed on Randall Lane to
address some of these situations that were addressed in developing a roadway. Attorney Drees stated
that the roadway will need to be built through the County’s specifications.
It was noted that they are currently ten feet short on the width of Randall Lane that is recorded
on County records at 60 feet and this will need to be reviewed.
MOBILE WIRELESS AND DATA CONTRACT – INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY (IT) DIRECTOR MIKE LEIKER
County Administrator Smith-Hanes stated that IT Director Mike Leiker is ill and could not be here
tonight. The IT Staff and Sheriff’s Department have reviewed coverages throughout the County. They
have reviewed the voice, data coverage and customer service. The RFP was sent to four carriers and
two bids have been received: Nex-Tech Wireless and Verizon Wireless.
Undersheriff Scott Braun from the Sheriff’s Department shared what they found in looking at
both carriers. The ending factor is cost and the data coverage area. The Verizon Wireless offered a
lower total cost on a two-year plan and better overall coverage.
Detective Brad Ricke stated that for the crime unit Nex-Tech has always accomplished the
critical services that are required in this work.
Representatives were present for both companies. Aaron Gillespie from Nex-Tech shared that
they have 70 employees in Ellis County and announced that they will be launching an IMS for emergency
priority soon. They located here in 2005 and very much invest in the Ellis County community. They
have several upgrades to their service coming that will answer concerns that had been voiced earlier.
Joe May from Verizon stated that public safety is a foremost concern and they have a dedicated
team working on this. They currently are assisting Nebraska with their emergency needs through the
flooding conditions.
Experiences were shared by Chair Haselhorst and Darin Myers, Fire and Emergency Services
Director, on cellular and data communication in the County.
Roths stated that he had toured the Nex-Tech facility today and was impressed with their
employment and he is thankful each and every day for a business like this locating in Ellis County and is a
huge investor in western Kansas.

Schlyer stated that he believes in the “shop at home policy”, in doing business with businesses
and taxpayers that do support Ellis County.
Motion:

Schlyer

Second:

Roths

To approve Nex-Tech Wireless proposal for mobile wireless and data.
Disposition:

Motion carried by a voice vote of three to zero.

The following bids on mobile and data service:

PRESENTATION OF INITIAL BUDGET PROPOSALS – COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR PHILLIP SMITH-HANES
County Administrator Smith-Hanes stated that he received the first round of 2020 Budget
proposals on March 12. Departments were asked to reduce proposed 2020 budgets by one and a half
percent (1 ½%) of the 2019 Budget. He sees a fair degree of pain and not much gain. Department
Heads and Elected Officials will be presenting their budgets on March 29 and April 3, 2019.
Letters were presented from Register of Deeds Rebecca Herzog and Ellis County Clerk Donna J.
Maskus addressing the Personnel Policy to consider reducing the hours of a fulltime employee and still
receive full employee benefits.
County employee health insurance rates are expected in July. Other budget items that can be
reviewed is the mill levy, transfers in the reserve account, cost of living pay increase, services being cut,
and others.
Commissioners thanked the County Departments but noted that we still have a ways to go.
WORK PLAN FROM COMMISSION RETREAT – COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR PHILLIP SMITH-HANES

County Administrator Smith-Hanes reported on the Commissioner Retreat that was held on
February 20, 2019 at the Victoria Fire Station. The facilitators were from the Public Policy and
Management Center at Wichita State University and have created a strategic vision work plan from
information shared during the retreat. Commissioners agreed to continue working on the plan.
COUNTY COUNSELOR REPORTS – COUNTY COUNSELOR BILL JETER
County Counselor Bill Jeter gave an update on the tax foreclosure process. Jeter felt that they
could have four to five properties going through the tax foreclosure process. He anticipates a tax sale
the first of May or in June with four to five properties. Jeter stated that he will keep them posted. He
asked for an Executive Session on an attorney-client matter.
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR – COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR PHILLIP SMITH-HANES
County Administrator Smith-Hanes reported that they have the emergency sirens that had been
replaced with new units. They had considered selling the used sirens on a public auction site. A fire
district in Missouri has requested purchasing two of these used emergency sirens. The Commissioners
gave direction to offer these used emergency sirens for $750 each. After some discussion,
Commissioners agreed to offer these used emergency sirens to surrounding counties first. The County
has ten used sirens that could be sold.
COUNTY COMMISSION REPORTS
Schlyer stated that he has no report.
Roths stated that he is excited for the Lady Tigers playing tonight in the NCAA Central Regional
final game.
Chair Haselhorst reported that he has had telephone calls on the road conditions. Chair
Haselhorst thanked the Public Works Department and all Law Enforcement personnel that are dealing
with the road conditions.
Chair Haselhorst stated that he will be meeting with the Hays City Mayor to discuss the County
and City working together on some possible future projects.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion:

Schlyer

Second:

Roths

To recess into Executive Session on an attorney-client matter on potential claim for damages for
ten minutes with County Administrator Phillip Smith-Hanes and County Counselor Bill Jeter for ten
minutes.
Disposition:

Motion carried by a voice vote of three to zero.

The Executive Session began at 6:26 p.m.

The Open Meeting resumed at 6:33 p.m. with no action taken, per Chair Haselhorst.

ADJOURNMENT
With no further business, Chair Haselhorst stated that the meeting will adjourn at 6:33 p.m.
The next Commission Meeting will be held at 5:00 p.m., Monday, April 1, 2019, Ellis County
Administrative Center, Commission Chambers, 718 Main Street, Hays, Kansas.
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