February 15, 2021
The Board of Ellis County Commissioners met in regular session at 5:00 pm Monday, February 15, 2021,
in the Commission Chambers, at the Administration Center, 718 Main Street, Hays, Kansas. Chair Robert
“Butch” Schlyer called the meeting to order. Commissioners present: Chair Robert “Butch” Schlyer,
Commissioner Neal Younger and Commissioner Dean F Haselhorst. Also present were Interim County
Administrator Darin Myers, County Counselor Bill Jeter, and County Clerk Bobbi L Dreiling. The meeting
opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.
ORDER OF BUSINESS
One executive session.
APPROVAL OF PRIOR MINUTES
Chair Schlyer asked for any changes to the draft minutes of February 8, 2021. No changes were given,
the draft minutes were approved as presented.
CONSENT AGENDA
Motion:
Haselhorst
Second
Younger
To approve the Consent Agenda items A-G as presented, including the following:
Payment Voucher Claims
Payment Voucher Claims dated February 16, 2021 for $389,795.44
Payment Voucher Claims for Solid Waste dated February 10, 2021 for $17,893.30
Payment Voucher Claims for credit card charges for solid waste dated, February 11, 2021 for $353.53
Payroll #3 dated January 29, 2021 for $411,062.55
Payment Voucher for GO Bond interest payment dated February 9, 2021 for $49,639.58
Tax Adjustments
Tax roll adjustment number 202100025-26.
Disposition:
Motion was carried by a voice vote of three to zero
ISSUES FROM PERSONS NOT ON THE ORDER OF BUSINESS
None
MONTHLY DEPARTMENT REPORTS
Commissioners agreed they look good as usual.
CONDITIONAL USE PERMIT #2044
Schyler commented during the past week the Board of County Commissioners received
communication from individuals in protest of the proposed event center on Buckeye Road. He would
like to hear from some of these protesters to voice their concerns. Sue McCrae Bickle discussed her
concerns with the proposed event center. Dustin and Sara Shubert addressed the Board on their
concerns. Mason Ruder, Environmental Planning Supervisor, and Joint Planning Commission chair
David McDaniel came before the Board and discussion was held regarding information from the
Planning and Zoning Commission meeting on January 27th and their approval of the CUP permit.
Schyler had questions on a couple of issues that he saw with the approval of the CUP through the Joint
Planning Commission. John Douglas with the Rural Water District approached the Commissioners and
discussed the water situation with the event center. Younger had questions on the septic system and
how it would work. Leann Zimmerman approached the Commissioners and discussion was had on why
the Board should approve the CUP. Jesse Zimmerman discussed the safety issue of traffic and other
businesses in the area that could pose safety issues that the event center would not have. Younger
inquired if they would be willing to move the event center a half mile north. Zimmerman stated it was
a safety concern moving it to the north in regard to traffic. Casey Zimmerman approached the
Commission with further discussion on what water line and meter would be needed. Younger asked
Sara Shubert to approach the Board on her feelings on moving the event center further north. Dustin
and Sara Shubert both indicated that they do not want the event center anywhere in this area, and
indicated that by moving it a half mile would not change the minds of the residents. Ruder said moving
the event center would require the Zimmermans to do this entire process again.
Motion:
Schyler
Second
Younger
I move to disapprove CUP 2044 to allow ZIMMERMAN JAYMES S LIVING TRUST to utilize the 4.001 acre
tract for an event center located at Section 15, Township 12, Range 18 on Buckeye Road in rural Ellis
County.
Disposition:
Motion was carried by a voice vote of three to zero
COVID-19 UPDATE
Interim County Administrator read an update from Health Director Jason Kennedy. Kennedy indicated
that there is a steady decline in the cases per day. Six cases per day is the seven-day average. There

have been 2300 vaccinations given to date. The health department does not have any connection with
the local pharmacies that are getting vaccines. He said if you get your first shot at a local pharmacy you
will need to get your second shot at the same place.
DOZER REPLACEMENT
Landfill foreman Vern Ruder let the commissioners know that the handicap door for the new building
came in at $5300. He was told to move forward with adding that to the bid. He then discussed the
replacement of the CAD 1978 D6D dozer for the Solid Waste division. The machine was bought new in
1978 and has more than 1400 hours on it. The machine is used about 30 hours a month. Ruder is
asking to purchase a 2013 CAD D6N dozer for $189,400 and a trade-in of $5000 for the 1978 dozer for
a total cost to solid waste of $184,000. He is recommending a finance option from Caterpillar for a
lease/purchase over four years and a $63,120 buy-out. The interest rate is 2.99%. This would be
annually budgeted annually from the Solid Waste Division Fund 34. Haselhorst questioned the
feasibility of putting the 1978 dozer on Purple Wave. Ruder said it would take at least $10,000 to just
get it moving in order to auction it.
Motion:
Younger
Second
Haselhorst_________
Approve the purchase of one Caterpillar 2013 D6N track type dozer from Foley Equipment for
$184,400 with their lease purchase option at four years of $33,808.28 and a $63,120 buy-out and trade
in of the 1978 D6D dozer for $5,000.
Disposition:
Motion was carried by a voice vote of three to zero
CLEANING SERVICE AGREEMENT
Greg Erbert with Buildings and Grounds presented the cleaning service agreement from BP Textiles LLC
for the cleaning services of the EMS building, Health department and the Courthouse. The current
contract is ready to expire, and staff is requesting to renew their contract. In the past there was
additional custodial staff to conduct this cleaning. Upon the departure of that employee, it was
evaluated to contract a cleaning service. There was enough cost savings to enter into the current
contract that is expiring.
Motion:
Haselhorst
Second
Younger________________
Move to approve renewal of the cleaning services contract with BP Textiles, LLC.
Disposition:
Motion was carried by a voice vote of three to zero
HAYS PUBLIC LIBRARY PARKING
Interim County Administrator Darin Myers is asking the Commission for approval for Hays Public
Library to make improvements to the parking lot to eliminate water intrusion into the library. There
has been an ongoing leak issues with the rear entrance area of the structure. The current pavement,
sidewalk and parking lot area have settled overtime causing water to collect. The library staff has met
with a contractor, and it was identified the need to replace some sidewalk and parking lot area around
this entrance. There will be a minimum amount of disruption to the south law enforcement parking lot
in the area around where the repairs will be made. Younger asked how long this issue has been going
on. Myers indicated he did not know. They were all in agreement to proceed.
COUNTY ADMINISTRATOR REPORT
Interim County Administrator Darin Myers had no report.
COUNTY COMMISSION REPORTS
Haselhorst had no report. Younger had no report other than he hoped everyone was staying warm.
Schyler had no report. Younger did have questions on what the County provided to the City of Hays for
spraying weeds. Myers had talked with Gary Haas, Noxious Weed Supervisor, and Haas indicated the
County sprays twice a year all the canals as well as their service yards on Vine Street. In addition to that
the County sprays the buffalo pens, sports complex, dog park, and the fire training facility. Younger
was not aware we purchased salt from the City. Former Public Works director Bill Ring approached the
Board and He indicated that the County does not purchase salt from the City, the County simply uses
their account to purchase salt as the salt provider does not allow for any new contracts. He said the
County also sprays weeds for the gun club.
EXECUTIVE SESSION
Motion:

Haselhorst

Second:

Schlyer

To recess into Executive Session under the following exception to the Kansas Open Meeting Act
pursuant to a non-elected personnel matter with the subject to be discussed during executive session

is on an employee personnel matter to include Commissioners, County Counselor Bill Jeter, IT Director
Mike Leiker and Interim County Administrator Darin Myers.
Disposition:
Motion passed by a voice vote of three to zero.
The Executive Session started at 7:00 pm
The Open Session resumed at 7:13 pm with no action taken.
ADJOURNMENT
With no further business, Chair Schlyer adjourned the meeting at 5:59 p.m. The next regular meeting
with be held on Monday, March 1, 2021, Administrative Center, Commission Chambers, 718 Main
Street, Hays, Kansas.
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